GAWLER BAPTIST CHURCH
I have been concerned about the huge debt in our church budget. The Lord
revealed to me that it’s not about money (or lack of it), it's about our attitude,
commitment (or lack of it) and relationship with our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

I was led to look closely at the Beatitudes and the first thing I noticed was 'Blessed
are the pure in heart for they will see God.’ 1 thought that was strange to mention
‘seeing God," as I thought all Christians would see God — evidently not so!

Blessed means ‘well being.” Here's the meaning of the rest:

Poor in spirit —not spiritually self-sufficient, needing the Holy Spirit’s life,
power and grace.

Those who mourn —over our weaknesses and all that grieves God.

The meek —humble and submissive toward God (not man), finding refuge
in God.

Hunger and thirst after righteousness — this is foundational — worldly
anxiety destroys, us remaining in Christ.

To show mercy —wanting to bring the lost to the Lord.

Pure in heart —to please God, to have the same attitude of heart as God.

Peacemakers —having peace — to bring others to have peace with God.

Persecuted —to uphold God's standards of truth, justice and purity.
Refusing to compromise.

Here is a quote from *Heaven is so Real’ by Choo Thomas: (In our Library now).
He (God) expressed His displeasure about people who come to church without
focussing on Him first. That morning while I was praying before the worship began,
I could hear people talking and laughing; many were sharing their week’s
experiences with each other. The Lord spoke to me: 'You see, my daughter, instead
of bowing and praying before Me, they would rather talk about worldly things. You
can see why some churches are never blessed.”’

Is this a wakeup call for us at Gawler Baptist Church? Ed.
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LOCKUP: Judi Today: Allan

WORSHIP LEADER: Wendy

SOUND DESK: Steve

BIBLE READER: Marcella

WELCOMING: Graham & Marcella
MORNING TEA: Peter & Gill/Rose/ May
FLOWERS: Marlene

CLEANING: Peter / Steve

LAWNMOWING: Andrew

$ COUNTING: S. Watkins/J. Noble/ R. Gambell

If you are unable to fulfil your duty
Please find a replacement.

OFFICE HOURS
9.30am - 3.00pm.
Jeff available Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday & Friday.
(unless called elsewhere.)
Pamela available Wednesday pm, Thursday
& Friday
All newsletter items to be Emailed or
handed into the office by
9.30am Fridays.
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Can you trust your hands? Unfortunately my hands and my brain are often not
on speaking terms. I've been known to lift up a spoonful of soup and then tip it
just before it reaches my mouth. I paint my nails and then, while they're still
wet, I have a sudden desperate need to go to the toilet. Things slide out of my
grip; the wrong buttons get pressed, and sometimes I'm “all thumbs”.

When our children were still little, we stayed in a place with an indoor pool. It
was on the ground floor at the bottom of some steep stairs. One hot day we
decided to have a swim. Three year old Kim, last to come down, slipped on the
top step and hurtled head-first down the stairs. Jeff turned around, shot out his
arm and managed to grab her with one hand just before her head hit the
concrete floor. Thank goodness I can trust Jeff's hands!

In John 10:27-29, Jesus says, “My sheep know my voice and I know them...I

give them eternal life, so that they will never be lost. No one can snatch them
out of my hand. My Father gave them to me and he is greater than all others.
No one can snatch them from his hands.” Now, thatis security.

Jesus’ hands touched the outcasts of society: the lepers, the tax-gatherers, the
prostitutes. They brought healing. They reached out in pardon; whipped the
exploiters of the poor; calmed a storm and raised the dead. They were nailed to
a cross. They were held out to Thomas in proof of the resurrection. Those same
hands are stretched out in welcome towards those who come in faith and
repentance to Jesus. They will one day lovingly cup our faces and wipe away
every tear. Those nail-scarred hands will hold us securely for all eternity if, by
faith, we place ourselves in them.

Wendy




The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING TODAY, Sunday, 15™
AUGUST, will begin %2 hour after the service ends. Please get a coffee
and your lunch and bring them into the meeting. There won’t be any
fancy coffee served today. We’re hoping for a short, sharp & fruitful
meeting.
A number of our members will be leaving by 2pm to go to Kapunda.
Kate & Violet have offered to clean up in the kitchen after the meeting.
Thankyou ladies.

Lrayer Doints for the Week

1. Pray for good health, wisdom and discernment for Jeff and Wendy.
2. Pray for Broadview Baptist and their Pastor, Andrew.
3. Pray for our AGM today, and for those taking up new positions.

4. Pray for the Church leaders and school chaplains in Gawler.

MANDATORY REPORTING TRAINING
UPDATE

2 weeks to go
Wednesday, SEPTEMBER 1% 7. 00 — 10. 00pm

If you have any dealings with our children or youth,
and everyone on the Leadership team MUST
complete the MANDATORY REPORTING
TRAINING SEMINAR PllIS this UPDATE.

(Plus must hold a current Police check — cited by secretary).
(This is the law, not just our church’s policy).

Pleasewrite your name on the list on the notice boarq

in
Polden Hall to register.
This update will only go aheackte if we have
23 + names.
You wi | | have to go to

Vouth Group @? An Email from

The Youth Group will reeton | | Dorothea
Friday 20 August, at 7.30pm There’s an Email from Dorothea

at Dawnds h| | onthenotice board in Polden
for a study night. Hall, for everyone to read.

Sy Rogers
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amaczing story to tell. Sy will speak at SALT CHURCH

Northside Court, Evanston, on

WEDNESDAY, 25" AUGUST, at 7.30pm.

Sy will cover sexwualityd

solid teaching for pastoral care workers, leaders & Pas

Creche & kids program available.

Ceifa Craft NEW MEMBERS on
3 ii"ié'-‘i"i" LEADERSH'P
L=y All members of leadership are

Ceifa Craft will meet on required to have a current police
Wednesday at 10.00am. check and a certificate for
The group will help Joyce attending Mandatory Reporting
celebrate a special birthday when Training Seminar & to have them

they go out to lunch after craft. cited by our secretary. ASAP.
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Ethical Supermarket Shopping - Palm Oil

Over the past decade palm oil has appeared in about half our packaged foods,
often hidden as unspecified fivegetab
10 kilograms of palm oil per person per year. Some of the products you find
palm oil in are: potato chips, sweet and savoury biscuits, noodles, soups, sweet
and savoury pies, convenience meals, bread, muesli bars, chocolate,

cosmetics and cleaning products. It has recently been deemed a potential
saviour as a renewable resource for use as a biofuel.

The main problems with palm oil are:

1. Environmental i the use of palm oil is driving rainforest destruction.
In south-east Asia alone the equivalent to 300 soccer fields are
deforested every hour for palm oil plantations. Converting forests to
plantations contributes to climate change, since approximately 15% of
all human-induced greenhouse gas emissions are caused by
deforestation. The problem is so grave that the World Bank has
suspended lending to palm oil producers until safeguards are
devel oped to ensure |l ending doesr

2. Impact on wildlife i habitat loss for threatened and endangered
species, such as the orang-utan and Sumatran tiger (of which only 400
survive today).

3. Health i palm oil increases your risk of heart disease. The National
Heart Foundation of Australia recommends avoiding palm oil due to its

high level of saturated fats (over 50%).

In 2009, Nick Xenophon proposed a bill to mandate labelling of foods as
containing palm oil or certified sustainable palm oil, but the bill was opposed by
the food industry and has not become law to date.

What you can do:

1 Where possible avoid all palm oil or consume only certified sustainable
palm oil. Limit your intake of foods labelled as containing palm oil and
be cautious about unspecified vegetable oils listed on food labels.

1 On the Palm Oil Action website (www.palmoilaction.org.au) there are
examples of letters you can write to companies and politicians.

Find out more from: www.ethical.org.au, www.choice.com.au,
www.palmoilaction.org.au

Run the Race

Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Hebrews
12:1b (NIV)

Based on Hebrews 12:1-2
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